b
t B

e —————gr

|

|
1
!
1]

T

e

e e s

6 43

.

G. 0. P. T00K TOLL OF
HIGHWAY SALARIES

Former Member of Department
Swears 5 Per Cent, Was
Held Out.

FRIENDS FIRST WITH REEL

Contractor Testifies "at John
Doe Inquiry He Was Told
to “Come Over.”

Ludow L. Mellus, a contractor of 416
West 154th street, told Chief Magistrate
McAdoo at the John Doe Inquiry Into
highway graft and campaign contribu-
tions yesterday that while the Republican
party was in control of the State contri
butions were exacted regularly from the
emnlovees of the Department of High-
ways.

Hir testimony was the first bearing on
the activities of the Republicans as col-
lectors for campalgn purposes,

Mr. Mellus was in the Highways De-
partment from 1897 to 1907, except for a
year that he espent in Cuba bullding
bridges for the United States troops. He
held various positions during that time

told us it was."
“Do you know
practice.”
“I don't think it is now.”

if that is still the

011 Contractor Telln of Gift.

George Bherrlil of Hudson Falls, who
gol two contracts for putting oll on roads
in 1011, sald that in that year he made
up his mind to contribute to the Demo-
cratiec State committea, [le had never
done It before, he sald, and: he did 1t
then, not becnuse he was asked, but be-
causge of his Interest in the campaign.
When asked what there wasa about the
campalgn of 1911 that stirred his interest,
he sald he didn't know,

He then testified that he sent to Nor-
man E. Mack a check for $60, and that
the check was not his personal check,
but that of the Bherr!!l Englneering and
Contracting Company, which was a cor-
poration. He Identified the check pro-
duced In court. It was Indorsed by Mr,
Mack and eventually found Its way Into
the Democratic State committee's fund
in this eity.

Mr. 8herrill 1&g employed In the Depart-
nent of Public Works as an Investigator
of claims., Asked what contributions he
wd ade in the last three years, he said
he gave §100 to Peter Manweller, private
secretary of the Superintendent of Public
Works., He sald the contribution was not
solicited, that he announced voluntarily
that he wanted to contribute to the cam-
palgn fund and that some one told him
Manweller was the one to send the money
to. He couldn't remember who told him
about Manweller and he sald he never

and knew very well what was going on
in what the department calls the eastern
distriet, composed of several countiea. He
didn't pretend to be able to speak for |
the rest of the State,

“While you were In the State Enginnr‘-;
office Aid they Invite you to contribute to
the Republican campalgn fund?' he was
asked.

“Well, not exactly,” he mald. “You
were not invited. They simply took it out
of your salary check.”

“And what explanation was made when
the employees found thelr check was short
of the amount due?™

“here was no explanation. You would
pe b per cent. short and that was all there
was to it.”

“And you understood what that was
done for ™'

“Yea. Everybody knew '™

“And how long did that continue?'

*1 think it was stopped in the second
sdministration of Gov. Hughes."

“And was It done througnout
Atate ™

“l don't know. That's the way they did
it In the eastern district.”

the

How Books Were Fixed,

*1 don't see how they could have done
that,” sald Chief Magistrate McAdoo,
‘“*Those deductions from your salaries must
have appearcd somewhers or the books
wouldn’t have been kept straight.”

“I had at that time a salary of $2,760
besides an allowance for expenses,” said
the witneess, *1 would send in a voucher
for my expenscs every month and then 1
would be paid with a single check,  This |
check included both my monthly ““""I
and my expenses. The b per cent. was |
taken out of the whole amount.”

“How nbout the men who had no ex-
pensea, the men who were on flat
saluriea?

“]1 think the fint salary men also gave

A

“And they Ai4 that every year you were
there

*They Aid it that way for thres years,
After that a man came around and col-
lected.”

“And yqu stood for it?""

“Yea. DBut we used to kick amonx
ourselves. Eome of the men thought they
were being nsked for too much.”

*“Whom did the money go to?"

*1 don't know, We supposed It was for

took the trouble to find out what became
of his contribution.

Cornelius J. Reardon of Glens Falls
related his trials In attempting to get a

final payment of about §800 that has been |

held up since he finished a road In Wash-
ington county In May, 1912, He sald he
knew he was expected to glve some-
body some money, but he couldn't say
who told him that., He =aid he had scen
Commiasioner Carlisle and that before
that he went to Commissioner C. Gordon
Reel. He sald Reel told him to go and
see pomebody.

“Was 1t Paul MclLoud?” asked Ase
sistant Distriet Attorney Clark.

“No. 1 know McLoud. It wasn't him.
1 can’'t remember who it was"

“Was It some one in the Highways De.
partment 7

“It must have heen.'

“What did Reel say to you?

“There was lota of talk suing on among
the econtractors about divvying up if you
wanted to get your final payments on
work, so when he told nme to see some one

about getting my pavment fixed up 1 got |

hot and told him to ®0 to the deuce.”

“How did you know about this divvy-
ing up?™

“One man sald to me, “You've got to
come over If you want to get settled up'
1 can't say who he was., 1 never could
remember his name"”

“And you thought something like that
was being started when you talked with
Reel ™

“Yes, 1 conrluded he was putting me up
aga'nst some one and 1 got hot,”

Reardon then sald that he had h's eye
on a road from QGlens Falls to Saratoxa
and that he went to Albany to look over
the specifications and to see about getting
the work,

Had Friends to Look After.

*1 went to Reel and told him I wanted !

some repair work. He told me there were
some contracts to be let, hut that they
would have to look after their friends.
Then 1 went to Foley, the deputy commis-
sloner in charge of repalr work, and he told
me I'd have to get a ‘heeler.’ He asked
me If 1 knew Tommy Dunn, State com-
mitteeman from Saratoga, and 1 sald 1
did. Then he asked me If I knew Ander-
son, the county chairman, and I told him
I knew him. He also asked me about a
man named Gangley.

g —

Ing care of his friends I sald, ‘Good day
I'm a Republican.'” '

Reardon sald he spoke to Gov, Dix, who
was a schoolmate of his, about getting
thix repalr work. He sald that Reel told
him that the work would be advertised,
The next thing he heard of it, he =aid, was
when James E. Flood came to him, sald
he had got the contract and wanted to buy
stone of Reardon, Flood I8 president of
the Flood-Van Wirt Company, It was his
partner's testimony that went far toward
getting the Indictment of Arhur A. Me-
lean, treasurer of the Democratic State
committee,

John J, Herlihy of (ilens Falle, who has
offices with John E, Consalus in Aibany,
refused to slgn an Immunity walver and
was taken from the stand after he had
given his name. ' He sald he was acting
on adviea of counsel.

Edward J. Doyle of Herkimer sald that
he had a hard time collecting a final
payment of between $4,000 and $5,000.
He sald he was advised to see Foley and
Paul McLoud. He sald MclLoud told him
he had nothing to do with final pay-
ments amd told him to come around the
next day. Doyle sald he sent A lawyer,
but his lawyer didn't get anything. He
sald he was finally pald fourteen months
after his work had been accepted. Doyle
also testified that back in 1905, when he
war employed In the Highways Depart-
ment, It wus the custom to contribute
money for campalgn purposcs,

when the collectors came around they | Foley and when he mpoks again about m.'GOV. FERR]S BEGINS

Teatimony Hefore Oshorne Denied.

Ludlow L. Mellus asked District Attor-
ney Whitman to call him as a witness in
order that he might refute some teatimony
that was given befors Commissioner
James W, Osborne in Albany last Batur-
day. John J. Connor testified that Melius
offered him the best palr of haorses In
Columbla county If the specifications In a
contract Melius had were changed. Melius
sald this was untrue. He admitted that
the apecifications were changed, but he
eald the residents along the road potls
tioned for the change because they saw
that the road would never stand up unless
| they were

8, Nelson Hand testifled before Mr.

Osborne that "Meliue told him and Connor

, that he had contributed between $4,000
and $4,600 to the Democratic State com-
mittee in conaideration of this contract,
Connor testified that Mellus sald he lost
that much. Melius sald yesterday he
did lose that much on the contract, but
that he had never contributed to anybody
and as a Republican had never contributed
a cent to any Democratic committee or
its representative, He sald Connor had
a grudge against him because he refused
to bulld a concrete wall in front of
Connor's house and to charge the State
for It

Mellus sald that he beile: *d Abraham
Bress, a Troy tailor, who was down on
the books as a laborer and who ¢id the

| at least three days a week.
| fled before Commissioner Osborne that

'on Friday.

work of an inspector, was really a pretiy
good Inspector. He sald Bress worked
It was testl-

Bress knew as little of highway bullding
ns a tallor might be expected to know
and that he aggravated his deficlency as
an Inspector by constantly falling asleey
In a chalr which he brought to work with
him.

The John Doe hearings w!ll be continued
The Grand Jury which I
Investigating highway and aqueduct frauds
Is to meet this afiernoovn.

ROAD GRAFT IN SUFFOLK.

Witneases Kay Sabway Dirt
Used as Peekskill Gravel,

Rrverueap, L. I, Jan. 6.—Distriet
Attorney Ralph C. Greene Intimated yes-
terday that a number of Indictments are
likely to be found by the special Grand
Jury which is investigating road graft in
Buffolk county, He Intimated also that
the indictments may not be confined to
the contractors.

Persons called to teatify sald yesterday
that they are preparsd to swear that
gsome road material which was spread
upon certaln highways to eover “Peeks-
il gravel” specifications was simply
dirt and gravel exeavated from the Lex-
inglon avenue subway and shipped to
Long Island. While they declined to be
gpecific as to the location of the roads
or to divulge the names of the contrne-
tors, the witnessea declared that they
have abundant evidence to prove thair
allegations. They claim to have followed
wagons loaded with the subway exca-
vation material to a point where it was
loaded upon trains under cons!gnment to

the Republican State commlttee, and *“1 went back to Reel after talking with pond contractors on Long Island
\
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¢ CALUMET INQUIRY

Michigan Executive Goes lui
Houghton, in Heart of Cop-
per Mine Distriet,

CHEERED BY BIG CROWD

Strikers and U'nion Officials In-
vited to Present Their
Own Cases,

Hovanton, Mich,, Jan. 6.—Gov. W. N,
Ferris arrived here to-night and more
than ten thousand people crowded the

THE SUN, TUESDAY, JANUARY. 6, 1914.

|

narrow streets to greet him. The Gov-
ernor is here to get at the real cause of
the great copper strike which has Mﬂl.i
men and companies close to eight mill-
lonm of dollars and cost the State a half !
million or more besides.

Gov. Ferris stopped at the hotel en-
trance and spoke briefly to the crowds,
thousands of whom wore Citizens Alllance |
buttons. Standing bareheaded in the
frosty night the Governor said:

“I'm here 1n behalf of no particular
class. 1 am here to get Information
which I, as Governor, want. I will learn
all 1T can, and I want to say that every
man who has any information that I
should have, whether he be striker or
mine owner or the humblest worker, 1
want him to bring it to me My cham-
bers will always be open. There will be
nothing secret.

“I promise nothing, but I hope for
everything and pray that between us
we may settle this strike. 1 assure you

that before I leave 1 will do everything
possible to end this strike. I want to
see all this bitterness done away with.
We have got to get together”

Later the Executive took oceaston to
deny that the threatened Congressional In-
vestigation had anything do with his
visit. He mald that he fled Immedi-
ately after his conference with Clarence
Darrow, Mahon and other labor leaders in
Lansing last week to come to the copper
country.

Gov. Ferria Intenda to lnquire into the
alleged kidnapping of President Charles
Moyer during his Investigation, and he
discussed that matter to-night with Spe-
clal Prosecutor George E. Nicholls of
Grand Rapids, who is handling the Grand
Jury investigation of this and other strike
violence cases He would not discuss
the Moyer affair, excepting to say that he
expects to get to the bottom of this as
well ar everything else he will Inveatigate
while here,

To-morrow morn'ng the Governor will
confer with officials of both Houghton
and Keweenaw counties, which comprise
most of the territory embraced In the
strikeridden disteiet

Buy it Because
it's a

Eighty Years of Faithful Service

to the American Public

The Mitchell-Lewis Motor Company

enviable record of eighty years of faithful service to the American public.

has the

Bear

this fact in mind when you get ready to buy a car, for it operates as insurance

of quality.

No thoughtful business man ever buys a commodily

or a luxury or a necessity without looking into the character of the men who

make it.

bile than almost anything else you can name.

Eighty years of faithful service 1s an asset of no

uncertain value.

This rule of trade is more imperative in the purchase of an automo-

This company held the respect of the early settlers of the

western country because of absolutely honest merchandise in the shape of farm

Wagons.

It established its standing before automobiles were known.

When it embarked in

the automobile business, it clung to the policy that made its farm wagon business famous.
And its automobiles are famous for the same satisfying reason.

You've got something behind you when you buy.

Our standing and prestige constitute a bul:vark of safrty. Add to this the remark-
ably fine character of the Mitchell Madels and your purchase is as solid as the Rock of Gibraltar.

Ask any farmer in America what he thinks of the old Mitchell-Lewis Wa
any one of thirty thousand Mitchell Automobile owners what he thinks o
Motor Company. Their reputation and reliability are precisely the same.

n Company. Ask
the Mitchell-Lewis

The Mitchell Models for 1914:

The Mlitchell Little Six—fifty horse-power—132-inch

inch tires—two or five-passenger capacity

The Mitchell Big-Six—sixty horse-power—144-inch wheel base—37x35-inch

tires—seven-passenger capacity -

The Mitchell Four—forty horse-power—four cylinders—36x4%4-inch tires—

two or five-passenger capacity - -

wheel base-—-36x434-

$1,895
$2,350
$1,595

All Prices F, O, B. Racine, Wis.
Equipment of all the Mitchell Models Included in the List

Prices Here Given:

Electric self-starter and generator—electric lights -electric Horn—electrie
magnetic exploring lamp—speedometer—mohair top and dust cover—
Jiffy quick-action side curtains-——quick-action rain vision wind-shield—
demountable rim with one extra--double extra tire-carriers—Bair bow
holders—license plate bracket—pump, jack and complete set of tools.

&
&

Racine, Wis.U.S.A. -

Eighty years of faithful service to the American public.

Mitchell Motor Car Co. of N. Y.

Broadway & 61st Street

FOUR TouringCar ., . $1030
FOUR Landau.Roadster $1200
SIX TouringCar , . . 81579
SIX Landau-Roadster . $1950
SIXSedam . , . . ., $225%

Studebaker
Detroit, Mich,
Phelps Motor Car Corporation

Breadway and 50th St
Metropolitas Distributore

Main Floor at the Palace
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" Jan. 3 to 10

NOW
- OPEN

Grand Central

Admission 50c. Wed. $1.
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PALACE

1I0A. M. to 1030 P. M.~




